Chamberlain appeared under the title of The Long Arm
of Mannister, which was quickly followed by another
series entitled The Chanay Syndicate, Jacob's Ladder and
many others. Perhaps the most successful of all these was
one entitled The Adventures of Mr. Ernest Bliss, which has
appeared translated into many languages in many different
countries and not long ago was making its appearance as
a serial in a South of France daily.
I was, so far as I know, the first amongst English
authors, at any rate, to adopt this system of writing short
stories, but almost at the same time, it might even have
been in the same year, that greatest of all masters in the
art of writing short stories, Conan Doyle, published his
first " Sherlock Holmes " and he, of course, proceeded on
the same lines throughout the rest of his days. I remember
at our first meeting his interrupting a cricket match of no
particular importance, except that it took place at Lord's,
to discuss with me the question of exact dates, but as detail
was always his strong point and one of my weakest, I
avoided even the best-natured of arguments. He was a
mighty hitter in those days, and although I saw very little
of his cricket we often played golf together later in life at
Sheringham. Except for Plum Wodehouse, he was the
longest driver amongst the ordinary golf amateurs I have
ever seen. In his cricket outfit he was a fine figure of a
man, too, his white flannel shirt always open and his
trousers unusually baggy. My cricket experiences have
been more as a spectator than a player, but I can only
remember two men, C. E. de Trafford, a Leicestershire
captain in my younger days, and Bonner, the Australian,
who could hit a cricket ball further.
I am losing continuity, as my wife, who has spent a
good deal more time than usual in my study since I have
begun to write these memoirs, would say. She is quite
right and I shall return to the narrow path. One does
feel inclined to wander off at times, as a dear woman
friend of mine, indulging in this same task, once remarked
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